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Proud and unflinching mother of sons CarloVito,
Vincent, and Christopher – and fiercely loyal and
dependable wife of Col (Dr.) Vincent V. Santangelo,
passed away at 12:07pm on the sixteenth of December,
2017 after a sudden and unexpected illness. She drifted
peacefully and painlessly into the Infinite with all four of
her "boys" at her side. In addition to her husband and
sons, "Minda" is survived by Carlo's wife Danielle and
their son Remy, as well as Chris's wife Shannon and
their son Jackson and daughter Nya.

The daughter of agricultural landowner Anacleto and
school teacher Dionisia Benitez Sunga, Dr. Santangelo
was born in Sultan Kudarat, Mindanao, Philippines on February 13th,
1953. She worked hard at her studies and eventually rose to the level of
physician, receiving her medical degree from Far Eastern University Dr.
Nicanor Reyes Medical Foundation in 1977. While engaged in her
residency in Obstetrics and Gynecology at the University, she met her
future husband Vincent who was studying there as a medical student. The
two were married in Vincent's senior year, just prior to him receiving his
medical degree in 1982. Upon emigrating to the United States, Minda
eventually specialized in Pediatrics and practiced this specialty until the
onset of her illness. She always put the needs of her Family, Friends, and
Patients way ahead of her own. Great friend to everyone who knew her,
she was the Light to which we were all drawn.
To everyone she knew, she was a surgeon, pediatrician, and dispenser of
cures. Always professional, stunning, and stylish; she was also a cook, a
baker, and a proud Colonel's wife!
Mahal Ka Namin (We love you) Mama. We WILL see you again. ~ Col
(Dr.) Vincent V. Santangelo, sons CarloVito, Vincent, and Christopher

TRIBUTES FOR DR. SANTANGELO

FRIENDSHIP
“I don’t exactly remember how we met. Minda and I were two freshmen at Far Eastern University, but when we did - we hit it off. We registered for the same classes and had the
same vacant periods, so we could hang out together. I invited her and another classmate
and spent weekends at my parent’s house in Quezon City. My Dad loved it when I brought
home girlfriends as I’m an only daughter. We did girl’s things, laughing & talking all night. I
finally had sisters! And my brothers liked them both too.
Our core group of friends grew to include some people that are still our friends to this day.
Finally, we graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree in 4 years but we wanted to be
doctors, so we applied to medical school and we were both accepted to FEU and started
our medical education. We were in different sections - I was in section A and she was in
section C, but we shared some classes together and remained close friends We were both
gift carriers at our graduation mass at the FEU chapel.
We drifted apart during our post graduate internship and rural service; but we reunited as
residents at FEUDNRMF Hospital in 1978. I was in Internal Medicine, she was in OB-GYN.
We just picked up where we left off. I remember those days in our female residents’ quarter,
the laughing, the stories & gossips, the late-night devouring of whatever were leftovers from
the kitchen or cans of “Ligo” sardines over “bahaw” if we had a busy night on call and the
occasional “bickering” like sisters do. I remember the courtship between her and Vincent,
her being “pakipot” but eventually relented, got married and moved to New York in 1982 to
start a new life with Vincent.
Although we did not communicate regularly, our friendship was there. In 1983, I came
through New York for 2 weeks on my way to Birmingham, Alabama for my fellowship. We
met in New York and spent some time together. She was now a mother to Carlo Vito and
doing a residency in OB-GYN at Flushing General. The next time I visited her for a few
days, she went into labor with little Vincent the day I was leaving. Although her residency
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training was interrupted by pregnancies, she persisted and eventually completed a residency in Pediatrics. I remember sleeping in the residents’ on call room at Flushing General in
1987 because she was on call and we were going to our 10th year reunion in Atlantic City
the next day.
We kept in touch over the years while we raised our families. Christopher was born a month
after my eldest son. She had 3 boys and I have 2 boys. My oldest is a Yankee fan, so we
would go to a Yankee game and stay with Tita Minda and Tito Vincent. Vincent and my husband became great friends too.
After the kids were grown and gone from home, we still got together for occasional Broadway shows, dinner & sightseeing in New York. Her health was failing by then, ravaged by
diabetes and its complications. She would get short of breath just walking. She was hard
headed as usual and needed some serious talking to at times. When Christopher got assigned to Panama City, Florida, she and Vincent would stop by Birmingham, Alabama on
their road trip there. I saw my friend withering away. I thought we were going to lose her last
year, but she bounced back. She looked good and was in good spirits the last time I saw her
the Tuesday before this past Thanksgiving. Our class reunion in Los Angeles this past July
had invigorated her, her grandchildren had given her a will to live and she was so looking
forward to our Manila reunion in January 2018. Alas! it was not to be.
That fateful Tuesday 12/12/2017, I spoke to her on the phone several times. She was so
excited that she finally booked her tickets to the Philippines, arranged for her dialysis and
was going to book her hotel room. I gave her the information and we talked about our plans
when we got there. We laughed, gossiped a little and made plans to meet in Panama City
on Jan 31st for Christopher’s promotion celebration. Later that evening I got the sad news
from Vincent that she had a massive hemorrhagic stroke & was in a coma. There was no
chance for recovery. My dear friend passed away peacefully on 12/16/2017 with her 3 boys
and Vincent by her side. Scott and I went to say our goodbyes and saw her for the last time.
She was pretty as always and seemed to be only sleeping. I will always cherish the memories we had, my friend. We laughed, we cried, we fought but most of we loved as sisters
always do. I’m glad I got to say, “I love you” on that last phone call.
I will miss hearing your voice, but I will still be talking to you. You will always live in my heart.
So long my dear Minda, I will see you again someday.“ ~ Araceli Garcia Sweeney, M.D.
FEUDNRMF Class ‘77

DEDICATED FRIEND
“I had the privilege to know and work with Minda for several years. She was a true and faithful friend to the point that she will go out of her way to help you. Minda was such a humble,
unassuming person, a well-known workaholic, and a faithful and devoted wife to Vincent. A
dedicated mother and grandmother - she took pride of her three good looking and well
achieved children and adored her grandchildren.
I am grateful that we had the opportunity to work side by side for FEUDNRSMAF-USA, with
her as Secretary and yours truly as Treasurer. She was awarded “Alumnus of the Year” by
FEUDNRSMAF during her 25th Class Reunion. The Association of the Philippine Physicians
of New York will forever be grateful for her leadership, devotion and untiring service as Past
President.
Despite her precarious medical condition - Minda forced herself to attend the 2017 FEUDNRSMAF Scientific Convention and Reunion held in Long Beach, California; because she
said, “Maybe this will be my last time to see my classmates and friends from FEU”. We regret that we did not have the opportunity to have brunch and spend the day with them in
beautiful West Point.
Personally – she will forever leave a void in my heart – for all that she had done for me, and
for just being a friend. I will miss her.
Goodbye Minda. You are now with the Almighty. May you rest in eternal piece”.
~ Grace Budy-Rabadam, MD., Past Treasurer FEUDNSMAF, Class ‘63

COURAGE
“Minda served for 8 years as the tireless Secretary for FEUDNRSMAF. During some of that
time, I had the great pleasure of working with her during my term as President and Chairman. I admired Minda for her quiet courage, determination, and for the many selfless contributions she freely gave to the FEUDNRSMAF despite her medical condition, which was
unbeknownst to many members.
We will miss you very much Minda, but we know you are in the good hands of our Lord”.
Thank you. ~ Oscar Tuazon, MD, Past President and Chairman FEUDNRSMAF, Class ‘73

“Thank you Minda”
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN - Noli Guinigundo, MD, Class ‘62
The year 2017 ended with the loss of our esteemed colleagues and
friends – Dr. Cesar V Reyes and Dr. Luzviminda Santangelo. The core of
their greatness was in what they gave - the gift of themselves to make a
difference. Their memories and contributions to FEUDNSMAF will always
be treasured and remembered. May their examples of volunteerism to
FEUDNSRMAF inspire us all to do the same, seize opportunities and
work as ONE, as we open the New Year. On a personal note – wishing
one and all a Happy and Prosperous New Year 2018.
As you read this Issue – some of us will be in Manila for the Balik FEU
2018. You will have a chance to relate and read what transpired at the next issue of Ectopic
Murmurs. While we will be conducting Foundation business, this trip will also be another
chance to see our brothers and sisters in the Philippines, and to visit Ding’ s hometown of
Lucban, Quezon.
We will award deserving faculties and students depending on our financial situation. As
previously discussed, medallions for Diamond, Emerald, Gold, Silver, which will be generics.
This is to fulfill forceful request to furnish those who just plainly forgot to bring their medals to
the celebration. Thus, I am asking each individual alumnus/alumna to take the responsibility
of carrying their own medallions. Some of the golden and silver jubilarians will partly receive
their medallions during the Balik FEU, because not everyone can attend the Balik FEU.
I am sponsoring SAA for excellence in Legal Medicine for Atty. Serafin C Guinigundo, my late
father who had just received the Golden Medallion together with several guerillas who served
under the United States Army in the Far East (USAFFE) World War II. This was recently held
in Washington, DC. Incidentally, I was lucky enough to be able to use part of his Educational
Benefit.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE - Licerio “Jun” Castro, MD, Class ‘73
A Very Happy and Prosperous New Year to everyone. 2018 is here at last
and may it bring us all a joyous year, a new beginning, a better life. The
Christmas festivities and spirit are still within us hoping they would never
end brought back memories when we were kids. Indeed, December 2017
was a period of merriment as we were surrounded by our relatives, loved
ones and friends and at the same time a moment of celebration on the life
of 3 of our beloved alumni.
Dr. Cesar Reyes, a brother and a colleague who belonged to Class 1968
passed away on the early hours of December 4, 2017. We were not
prepared to receive the sad news from his beloved wife, Mrs. Elisa Reyes of his untimely
death. He was the Editor of the Ectopic Murmurs for 2 decades, served also as an Executive
Director of the organization with a long list of past positions and achievements. Several of his
friends, Board of Trustees, classmates, colleagues and relatives witnessed the solemn
services at his wake which was held at the Hallowell & James Funeral Home in Downers
Grove, Illinois. Members of his prayer group filled the room with religious music and prayers.
The following day, many of us braved the winter weather of Illinois as he was brought from
the Divine Savior Parish Church to his final resting place at the Clarendon Hills Cemetery in
Westmont Illinois. Dr. Reyes will forever be remembered for his unselfish services to our
organization, to his community and to the needy. A special edition of the Ectopic Murmurs
was dedicated in his honor to pay tribute to a very special person.
On December 16, 2017 Dr. Luzviminda Santangelo passed away in New York. She was
surrounded by her loving husband, Dr. Vincent Santangelo, her children and members of her
graduating class of 1977 as she joined our Lord in Heaven. Minda served as the
FEUDNRSMAF Secretary for many years and an officer of different organizations in New
York. She held those positions with distinction and served well. We owe a debt of gratitude
for all the years of sacrifices that Minda had exhibited in the pursuit of her work. Dr. Grace
Rabadam, officer of FEUDNRSMAF represented us at the wake which was held at R.
Stutzman and Son Funeral Home at Queens village, New York. To our sister Minda, you will
forever be in our hearts.
On December 7, 2017, Dr. Stephen Faller of Class 1992, left this world for a better place in
the arms of our Lord. He was a loving husband, a caring father and a brother to Fr. Faller of
Kamay Ni Jesus in Lucban Quezon. During the services at Forest Lawn in Glendale,
California, Drs. Danny and Linda Fabito, Daisy and I heard Fr. Faller’s message that his
healing powers were not intended for his brother because the Lord had a different role for
Steve. Relatives, friends and representatives of Class 1992 delivered their messages for our
beloved alumnus. Prayer service was held at the Holy Trinity Church in Glendale, CA and
internment was at Forest Lawn in Glendale, CA.
To the families of our departed colleagues, the entire FEUDNRSMAF organization will be
with you always.
January is synonymous with Balik- FEU, a traditional set of events that will be occurring in
the vicinity of the FEUNRMF Medical School. Several of us will be in attendance as we grace
the celebrations in our alma mater. In line with our commitments to promote academic
excellence, the Foundation will give several Academic Awards to deserving students and
Faculty Incentives for a promising future for our alma mater. Scholarships and Professorial
Chair awards will be handed also with the hopes of ensuring further academic excellence
among the ranks.
Different class years will be recognized during the Gala Night and presented with medallions
to honor them for all their hardships, achievements and accomplishments. It’s a night to
remember. We must give credit also to all our members and brothers who are in pursuit of
humanitarian endeavors through Medical and Surgical Missions. Several groups will render
free services to our countrymen in January and February sacrificing their precious time and
money for the good of communities in our home country. We will see you all on the road as I
will be in tandem with you.
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The leadership and the Nevada Chapter are also preparing for our Summer Annual Convention which will be held at Caesar’s Palace in Las Vegas, Nevada on July 4th, 5th, 6th and 7th
2018.
To register, please click this link, https://aws.passkey.com/go/SCFEU8, or copy to
your browser. Please refrain from calling to avoid being charged an extra $15.00. Registration fees will be published at the Ectopic Murmurs for your guidance. Please reserve
early to avail of the discounted room rates and be mindful of the “cut – off date” which is
Monday, June 4, 2018.
As we transition into a new format relevant to the Foundation and alumni, Ectopic Murmurs
is being presented to you through the concerted efforts of our editors Dr. Hernani Tansuche
and Dr. Amethyst Cureg.
Stay healthy and be safe.
IN THE NEWS: DR HERMAN LOCSIN HEDRIANA, CLASS ‘83 SLATED FOR PROMOTION AS PROFESSOR AND MATERNAL FETAL DIVISION DIRECTOR UNIVERSITY
OF CALIFORNIA DAVIS (UCD)
Dr. Hedriana is a Diplomate and Fellow of the American Board of Obstetrics and Gynecology and Diplomate in Maternal-Fetal Medicine. He is
currently the Medical Director for Natera Inc, a San Francisco area-based
biotech genetic diagnosis company known for their non-invasive prenatal
testing. Currently part-time at UCD, he was recently invited to UCD as
fulltime faculty and take the helm as UCD Director Division of Maternal
Fetal Medicine, department of Obstetrics and Gynecology.
In March 2018, Dr.Hedriana will the first foreign medical graduate take a
leadership position in the department of obstetrics and gynecology at UC
Davis. His research interest is preterm prevention and risk assessment,
maternal early warning signs, and authored/co-authored refereed articles
and abstracts. He is an active volunteer for the March of Dimes for 16 years involved in
prematurity prevention, health care disparities and healthcare policies in California communities.
Dr. Hedriana has graciously lent his expertise to the FEUDRSMAF Scientific Convention as
a frequent guest lecturer; and will be presenter at the 39th FEUDNRSMAF Annual Scientific
Convention and Reunion in July 2018, to be held at Caesar’s Palace in Las Vegas. He is the
40th Dr. Lauro Panganiban Memorial lecturer and will present “Evolution of Prenatal Screening” during the Balik FEU at Fairview, Quezon City on Jan. 18, 2018. Dr. Hedriana is also
an FEUNRMF Institute of Medicine Visiting Professor for the Department of Obstetrics and
Gynecology.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
The editorial staff of Ectopic Murmurs (EM) received the following excerpted email eulogies
for our esteemed colleague and friend after the Cesar V Reyes MD Memorial Issue was
released in December 2017, which we are now sharing with you. - EM Team
“We have lost a dynamic, energetic, dedicated and compassionate Editor Dr. Cesar V.
Reyes, and it will be difficult to find one of his caliber with his well-known professionalism,
dedication, leadership, talent and skills that are very tough to replenish. Cesar was an extraordinary person and talented individual, worked tirelessly over the years for our alumni
foundation with his superb writing and meticulous editing talents. His cheerful energy, goodnaturedness and diplomatic disposition were all attributes we cherished in Cesar.
The saying goes: “What matters is not the idea a man holds, but the depth at which he holds
it.” Dr. Cesar V. Reyes left a legacy that is more lasting and more powerful than material
things. It is a summation of his entire life on earth with profound impact to our school, alumni
and friends and humanity. He was a true one-of-a-kind gentleman with his spirit and presence who will be sorely missed.
To Cesar may you rest in peace and many thanks for the precious memories we have
shared with you”. ~ Cesar D. Candari, MD, FCAP Emeritus, Class ‘61
“ I am saddened by Cesar passing and my heartfelt condolences to his family. Cesar was
instrumental in nominating me for the Dr Lauro Panganiban Memorial lecture series for the
40th homecoming this January as well as the invitation to lecture in the July clinical meeting.
I could never say no to his invitations and he has been there to watch me grow in academia.
The only thing I regret is the inability to tell him personally that his prediction was correct
that the last step in my career is to make tenured professor at UC Davis. I will never forget
his smile as he would if I had the opportunity to share this appointment ”. ~ Dr. Herman
Hedriana, Class ‘83
“ I am deeply saddened to hear the news about Dr. Cesar Reyes. Condolences to his family.
He will be missed”. Dr. Maria-Christina Javier, Class ‘92
STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS
The Student Achievement Awards (SSA) were started in 1978. There were 47 awards with
trust funds and 44 SAA without trust funds. Subsequently, most of the donors gave a onetime funding of $1050 and monetary awards given were from the interest generated. Most
of the donors named the individual awards in honor of a loved one or parent/s. Currently,
there are 107 individual SAA and several onetime awards for a subject including outstanding student from the freshman - junior year level and an outstanding student from 1st-3rd
year level. These awards are given at every Balik FEU homecoming in January.
Criteria for determining the award is based on the top two students in each subject based
on a predetermined GWA. No award is given if the student/s did not reach the targeted
grade. Since there are multiple donors for a subject, the Committee rotates the awards
yearly to accommodate all the donors for that subject. The list has presently 36 awardees
and 26 of these are our Foundation scholars including the outstanding students at all year
levels and the best from 1st-3rd year level.
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STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT AWARDEES: SCHOOL YEAR 2016 - 2017
Student Name

Subject

Donor

Honoree

FIRST YEAR
Reyes, Lerico

Behavioral Science I

Dr Virgilio Pilapil

Dr.Isidro /Purificacion Pilapil

Paglicawan, Katrina

Biochemistry

Class 68

Dr. Rodolfo Martija

Paglicawan, Katrina

Bioethics I

Class 69

Dr Macario Chan

Paglicawan, Katrina

CFM I

FEUMAANI

Dr.Olivo Leopando

Reyes, Kim Dyan

Gross HSB

Dr Edwin Nolasco

same

Paglicawan, Katrina

Intro Physical Diagnosis

Class 68

Dr.Salvador del Rosario

Rayco, Cian Michael

Medical Physiology

Dr.Cresenciano Lopez

same

Paglicawan, Katrina

Micro HSB

Dr.Manuel Pasia

same

Paglicawan, Katrina

Research I

FEUMAANI

Dr Olivo Leopando

Ahyong, Ahnee Mae

Basic Pediatrics

Dr.Clarita deLeon

Mr./Mrs.Sylvestre deLeon

Gomez, Czerhina Rose

Behavioral Science II

Class 71

same

SECOND YEAR

Fonacier, James Renzo

Bioethics II

Dr Apolinario Miranda

same

Ahyong, Ahnee Mae

Clinical Diagnosis

Class 68

Dr.Danilo Espineli

Ahyong, Ahnee Mae

Microbiology

Dr Manuel Pasia

same

Ahyong, Ahnee Mae

Parasitology

Class 68

Dr. Edelmiro Santos

Jeremiah Lim

Pathology

Class 68

Dr.Salve Ronan

Ahyong, Ahnee Mae

Pharmacology

Class 68

Dr Antolin Dycoco

Echavez, Hazel Marie

Physiologic Obstetrics

Drs.Roger/Thelma Mupas

same

Leria, Cleo Antoinette

Preventive Medicine

Class 69

Dr Lita Cinco

Jeremiah Lim

Surgery 2

Dr Hernan Reyes (UST)

same

Esteban, Alessandra

CFM 3B

Class 69

Dr Fredelicto Flores

Lansangan, Vien

Clinical Therapeutics &
Nutrition

Dr Roy Castelo Cabrera

same

Lansangan, Vien

EHSM

Class 69

Dr Hubert Amin

Lansangan, Vien

Gynecology

PMAC

same

Lansangan, Vien

Legal Medicine

Dr Noli Guinigundo

Atty.Serafin Guinigundo

Niño, Generose Johna

Medical Jurisprudence

Dr.Edmund Relucio

Atty Pedro Relucio

Lansangan, Vien

Medicine

Drs.Rick/Clarita deLeon

Dr. Clarita Rodriguez de Leon

Macaraeg, Chef Stan

Neurology

Class 69

Dr Juan Acosta

Catubig, Shan Nameh

Ophthalmology

Dr.Nathaniel Yangco

Drs. Salvador del Rosario/A/M
Rivero

Abalos, Alyanna

ORL-HNS

Drs. Philip/Farida Chua

Jose Solas Chua Sr.

Aldecoa, Kim

ORL-HNS

Ethicon

Dr. Napoleon Abando

Lansangan, Vien

ORL-HNS

Drs.Rogelio/Corazon
Acosta

Dr. Eleuterio Acosta

Ludovica, Joana Jo

Pathologic Obstetrics

Class 68

Dr Ciriaco Madamba

Macaraeg, Chef Stan

Pediatrics 3

Drs. Rick/Clarita deLeon

Lansangan, Vien

Psychiatry

Dr.Jane Peralta Legaspi

same

Macaraeg, Chef Stan

Surgery 3

Dr Pete/Judy Obregon

same

THIRD YEAR

Mr/Mrs Sylvestre de Leon

The Most Outstanding Student per year level:
1. First year: Paglicawan,
Katrina

Dr Cesar Reyes

Dominga Barbero

2. Second Year: Ahyong,
Ahnee Mae

Dr Cesar Reyes

Dominga Barbero

3. Third Year: Macaraeg,
Chef Stan

Dr Cesar Reyes

same

The Most Outstanding Student from 1st – 3rd Year:
1. Lansangan, Vien

Dr Edmundo Relucio

Lucila Relucio

Dr Hernani Tansuche (one
time)

Alicia Tansuche

FEUDNRSMAF MISSION AND GOALS
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FEUDNRSMAF 2018 SCIENTIFIC CONVENTION AND REUNION BROCHURE

6

7

VENUE
CAESARS PALACE CASINO AND HOTEL
3570 SOUTH LAS VEGAS BLVD, LAS VEGAS, NV 89109
TELEPHONE 1.866.986.0439

Hotel Reservations: click this link,
https://aws.passkey.com/go/SCFEU8,
or copy to your browser. Please refrain
from calling to avoid being charged an
extra $15.00. Discounted room rates
“cut – off date” is Monday, June
4 ,2018.

Occupancy room rate/night
$119.00 Weekday ( Sunday toThursday
$139.00 Weekend ( Friday to Saturday)
Note: Does not include taxes, resort fees

ECTOPIC MURMURS IS THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE FAR EASTERN
UNIVERSITY DR. NICANOR REYES SCHOOL OF MEDICINE ALUMNI FOUNDATION (FEUDNRSMAF) - USA
FOUNDERS: CESAR B NOLASCO, MD, CESAR V REYES, MD
STAFF:
FEUDNRSMAF CHAIRMAN - NOLI GUINIGUNDO MD
FEUDNRSMAF PRESIDENT - LICERIO “JUN” CASTRO MD
EDITORS: HERNANI TANSUCHE MD AND AMETHYST CUREG MD
Ectopic Murmurs (EM) encourages the submission of articles that bear direct relevance to the
FEUDNRSMAF-USA mission, goals and activities. EM welcome the use of visual images to
explain the text. The EM team reserves the right to accept or reject any article submitted, and
to edit articles for length, clarity and conformance.
If you have any questions email: iloilo16@aol.com; amethystcureg@gmail.com.

Click to unsubscribe (hyperlink)

We strive to maintain the excellence of
our alma mater in the global stage.
Donate your time, treasure or talent.
Together we can!
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